Government of Banglabush 


Banglabush, formerly a colony of Belgium, is in central Africa and has been 
independent since the mid-1970s. For the past 20 years, it has been ruled by the three 
Gumba brothers who lead the Party of the Revolution (the POR). There is a parliament 
but it is strictly controlled by the POR. 


Banglabush is an extremely poor country with a per capita income less than one- 
twentieth of the United States. Most of the wealth in the country is controlled by 
members of the Gumba family and their close friends and allies, or by Europeans who 
settled there during the colonial regime and remained after independence. Most of the 
arable land is owned by Europeans, some of them living abroad. The population of the 
more urbanized northern section of the country is predominantly Christian and heavily 
concentrated in townships ringing the capital city of Bushville. The southern part of the 
country is more heavily dispersed over a wide geographical area and the population is 
divided on religious lines with 40% Muslim, 20% Christian, and the remaining 40% 
following different tribal religions. 


Banglabush has severe public health problems. Diseases associated with 
malnutrition are rampant and in the past 20 years, AIDS has become pandemic with the 
proportion of the population that is HIV positive approaching 30%, more than half of 
whom are women and children. This is especially true in the southern, heavily rural 
section of the country. 


The primary export commodities in Banglabush are precious gems, particularly 
diamonds and rubies. It also has some uranium deposits which are mined to fuel its four 
nuclear reactors, built and run by the HAZMAT Corporation. These plants provide more 
than enough electric power for its domestic needs, and have made it an energy exporter as 
well. It has no known oil reserves. 


President Gumba maintains a private charity, the Discretionary Fund for 
Improving Life in Banglabush. Decisions on the use of this money are at the discretion of 
a Board, consisting of the President and his two brothers. HAZMAT, the largest foreign 
investor in Banglabush, makes regular, substantial contributions to this Fund. 


Banglabush has been the recipient of several substantial World Bank loans and a 
large proportion of the government budget goes to interest and repayment of this debt. 


Frame 
The government is sympathetic to GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE 
and to UNFETTERED MARKETS 


Access Rule 
The following teams have automatic access: A-Team, European Union, 
HAZMAT. Other teams require permission to meet with you. 


Success Indicators 

Domestic Elite Support (DES): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
increase the wealth of the ruling family and its allies and is lowered by actions that 
reduce this wealth. 

External Investor Support (EIS): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions 
that increase the confidence of the international financial community in the reliability of 
investments in and the repayment of loans by Banglabush and is lowered by actions that 
decrease this confidence. 

Employment Rate (ER): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
increase employment and/or wages for workers in Banglabush. It is lowered by actions 
that reduce employment and/or lower the wages of those currently employed. 

Overall Success = (2DES + 2EIS + ER) /5 


Recommended Reading from Resource Kit: 

You should make hard copies of the following parts of the Resource Kit to read 
ahead of time or bring with you to the game sessions: 
*** Glossary of Technical Terms. 
*** UNFETTERED MARKETS and GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE 
frames. 
*** A-Team Special Programs, HIPC Initiative 


Notes and References: 

Banglabush is not based on any single country in the real world but is a composite 
of a number of different ones. It represents a country that is relatively poor in natural 
resources and is heavily underdeveloped. The particular cases in which it is involved are 
inspired by specific cases in the real world and the game attempts to simulate the 
particular structure of opportunities and constraints in which those real world actors were 
operating. 


Government of Banglabush Action Options 


I. Actions concerning the water company: 
Ia. No action. Allow HAZMAT to continue its franchise. 


Ib. Reclaim the water company from HAZMAT, returning the original purchase 
price plus 6 percent annual interest, and return water prices to their previous level. 


Ic. Reclaim the water company from HAZMAT, paying twice the original cost, and 
return water prices to their previous level. 


___ Id. Other (specify): 
Il. Actions regarding the Uranium Compact. 


____ Ila. Proceed as planned. 

___ IIb. Drop the mountain-blasting aspect of the proposal. 

____ IIc. Drop the strip-mining aspect of the proposal. 

____ Id. Proceed as planned but without any tax abatements to HAZMAT. 
____ IIe. Cancel the whole project. 

____ IIf. Other (specify): 


Il. Actions toward the Banglabush Popular Movement (BPM) and Qutsi. 


____ Ia. Grant legal recognition to the BPM as an opposition party. 

____ IIb. Grant substantial autonomy to the Qutsi and to other regions of the country. 
____ IIe. Undertake new military campaign to eradicate the BPM. 

____IIId. Arrest and imprison the leaders of the Qutsi. 

____ Ie. Other (specify): 


IV. Actions regarding the current debt crisis: 
____ IVa. Default on your currently due debt payments. 
___ IVb. Remove current subsidies for basic foods. 


___ IVe. Raise taxes by 20%. 
___ IVd. Other (specify): 


___ V. Other action (specify): | 


' You should check with the game coordinator who will rule whether such an action would be possible in 
the real world. 


Banglabush Press Release 


(This should be written on the assumption that the details of the scenario itself are already 
known and have been reported earlier and should focus on the actions you have taken 
during phase three — and, if relevant, possible actions that you have not taken.) 


Banglabush Broadcast Rating Form 
Banglabush monitors WUSA and the EuroPress but ignores the Liberation Press. 
WUSA 


Notes on coverage: 


1. Were the actions of the Banglabush government covered fully and fairly from 
your standpoint? 


a. Yes. Coverage was pretty much the way we would have presented it ourselves. 


b. Mixed yes and no. Coverage of some of our actions was good but there were 
significant omissions and/or inclusion of distracting and irrelevant material. 


c. No, coverage missed important aspects of our actions and/or distorted other 
aspects. 


2. Would international investors be reassured or alarmed by the coverage? 
a. Mostly reassured. 
___b. Mixed. 
____ ce. Mostly alarmed. 


3. Did coverage show the Banglabush government to be an influential player on 
global policy or as ineffective or irrelevant? 


a. Somewhat or mostly an influential player. 
b. Mixed, with some influence although how significant was unclear. 


c. Mostly as irrelevant or ineffective. 


EuroPress 


Notes on coverage: 


1. Were the actions of the Banglabush government covered fully and fairly from 
your standpoint? 


a. Yes. Coverage was pretty much the way we would have presented it ourselves. 


b. Mixed yes and no. Coverage of some of our actions was good but there were 
significant omissions and/or inclusion of distracting and irrelevant material. 


c. No, coverage missed important aspects of our actions and/or distorted other 
aspects. 


2. Would international investors be reassured or alarmed by the coverage? 
a. Mostly reassured. 
___b. Mixed. 
____ ¢. Mostly alarmed. 


3. Did coverage show the Banglabush government to be an influential player on 
global policy or as ineffective or irrelevant? 


a. Somewhat or mostly an influential player. 
b. Mixed, with some influence although how significant was unclear. 


c. Mostly as irrelevant or ineffective. 


